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Fourth  Nine Weeks 

The Twentieth Century Crisis, 1918 CE to 1945 CE    (Duration 4 – 5 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. After the defeat of the Germans, peace settlements brought political and territorial changes to Europe and created bitterness and 
resentment in some nations.                                              

2. During the 1920s, two men, Chiang Kai-shek and Mao Zedong, struggled to lead a new Chinese state 
3. The ambitions of Japan and Germany paved the way for the outbreak of World War II.                                              
4. The Holocaust claimed the lives of six million Jews.                                                
5. After WWII, a new set of Cold War problems faced the international community.  
6. A period of conflict known as the Cold War developed between the United States and the Soviet Union after 1945, dividing Europe.                                            

Essential 
Questions: 

1. What effect did the peace settlements have on Europe after WWI? 
2. Why did certain European countries become dictatorial regimes? 
3. What was the result of internal conflicts within the nationalist movements in China? 
4. How did German and Japanese action led to WWII? 
5. How did the entrance of the United States into the war change its course? 
6. What effects did the war have on the home front of the countries involved? 

Vocabulary • Deficit Spending 
• New Deal 
• Aryan 
• Genocide 
• Civil Disobedience 
• Guerilla tactics 
• Appeasement 
• Blitzkrieg 

 
Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

 C8 PO3 (PS)     Explain the end of World War I and its aftermath.                                                     
 

 

 C8 PO4 (PS)    Examine the period between World War I and World War II.                                         
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 C8 PO5 (PS)    Analyze aspects of World War II.                                                                                    

 C8 PO6 (PS)    Examine genocide as a manifestation of extreme nationalism in the 20th century 
(e.g., Armenia, Holocaust, Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, Kosovo and Sudan).                      

 

 C8 PO7 (PS)    Analyze the political, economic and cultural impact of the Cold War.                      

 C8 PO8 (PS)    Compare independence movements of emerging nations (e.g., Africa, Asia, Middle 
East, and Latin America). 
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Fourth  Nine Weeks 

Toward a Global Modern World, 1945 CE to present    (Duration   4-5  Weeks) 

Big Ideas:  
1. One of the largest empires in the world ended when the Soviet Union broke up in 1991.                                                                   
2. Postwar Western societies rebuilt their communities, but shifting social structures led to upheaval and change.         
3. Trends in contemporary Western society included rapid change in science and technology, changes in family structures and population 

trends, increased religious diversity, and a shared popular culture among nations.             Economic instability led some Latin American 
countries to move toward democracy, while the United States intervened to protect its interests. 

4. Recurring violence and continuing efforts at international mediation have been the norm in the Middle East for decades. 
5. The policies of the Chinese Communist government set up in 1949 failed to bring prosperity. Since the 1990s, China’s economy has moved 

towards free enterprise, but political freedom is still very limited.                                                           
6. Today’s societies face many challenges and they must balance the costs and benefits of the technological revolution.  
7. The global economy and new global threats have prompted organizations and individuals to work on global problems.  

Essential 
Questions: 

1. What are rights and who determines them? 
2. What differences between the Soviet Union and the United States led to the conflict known as the Cold War? 
3. Why did World War II leave society open to change? 
4. How did political changes in North America and Europe affect their economies? 
5. How important is Western culture in the world? 
6. What was the connection between Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union? 
7. Why was the United States so concerned about the governments and military capabilities of its neighbors? 
8. What conditions led to conflict in the Middle East? 
9. How do large organizations accomplish their goals while protecting individual interests?  
10. How have international organizations, such as the United Nations, taken the lead in solving world problems? 

Vocabulary • Satellite States 
• Civil Rights Movement 
• Bloc 
• Ethnic Cleansing 
• Budget Deficits 
• Multinational Corporations 
• Privatization 
• Trade Embargo 
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• Cartels 
• Apartheid 
• AIDS 
• Discrimination 
• Greenhouse effect 
• Deforestation 
• Nuclear proliferation 

 
Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

 C9 PO1 (PS)   Explain the fall of the Soviet Union and its impact on the world.                                                                                                                                       

 C9 PO2 (PS)   Explain the roots of terrorism.                                                                                          
 

 

 C9 PO3 
(PS)    Describe the development of political and economic interdependence during the 
second half of the twentieth century.                                                                                                                                                   
 

 

 C9 PO4 (PS)   Examine environmental issues from a global perspective (e.g., pollution, population 
pressures, global warming, and scarcity of resources).                                     

 

 C9 PO5 
 (PS)    Connect current events with historical events and issues using information from 
class discussions and various resources (e.g., newspapers, magazines, television, Internet, 
books, maps). 
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Arizona Department of Education Common Core Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Support Materials & 
Resources 

10 R  

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

The standard asks students to create a chain of 
causation which can be supported by details from the 
text.  When such a chain cannot be clearly built, 
students are to acknowledge that causation is not 
complete and clear 

 

10 W  

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 

The standard asks students to evaluate a primary source 
noting how its structure reinforces its meaning. 
Students identify the parts of text and how they work 
together as a whole. They identify thesis statements, 
supporting details, and conclusions, as well as transition 
statements. They recognize the power of voice and 
diction in texts. 
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that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 
• Develop claim(s) and 

counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  
 

• Use words, phrases, and 
clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and 
evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

• Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing.  
 

• Provide a concluding 
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statement or section that 
follows from or supports the 
argument presented 

 

10 R  

• Evaluate authors’ differing 
points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors’ 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

 
• Integrate and evaluate 

multiple sources of 
information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

 
• Integrate information from 

diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into 
a coherent understanding of 
an idea or event, noting 
discrepancies among 
sources. 

 

The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific task, purpose, and audience. 

a. The standard requires the use of writing that is 
appropriate to a specific practical task and its audience. 

 

10 W  

• Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details 
to an understanding of the 

This standard addresses students developing and 
strengthening their writing through the writing process 
with a focus on purpose and audience 
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text as a whole. 
 

• Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 
• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

   

• Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 
• Introduce precise, 

knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 
• distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 
that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 
• Develop claim(s) and 
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counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  

 

 


